
SDG 03: 

GOOD HEALTH 



End extreme poverty. Fight inequality and injustice. Fix climate 

change. Whoa. The Global Goals are important, world-changing objec-

tives that will require cooperation among governments, international 

organizations and world leaders. It seems impossible that the average 

person can make an impact. Should you just give up? 

No! Change starts with you! 

On 1 January 2016, the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development — adopted by world 

leaders in September 2015 at an historic UN Summit — officially 

came into force.  

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E


Goal 03: Facts and figures 

• Child health 

• 17,000 fewer children die each day than in 1990, but more than 

six million children still die before their fifth birthday each year 

• Since 2000, measles vaccines have averted nearly 15.6 million 

deaths 

• Despite determined global progress, an increasing proportion of 

child deaths are in sub-Saharan Africa and Southern Asia. Four 

out of every five deaths of children under age five occur in these 

regions. 

• Children born into poverty are almost twice as likely to die before 

the age of five as those from wealthier families. 

• Children of educated mothers—even mothers with only primary 

schooling—are more likely to survive than children of mothers 



GOAL 03: Targets 

• By 2030, reduce the global maternal mortality ratio to less than 

70 per 100,000 live births; 

• By 2030, end preventable deaths of newborns and children under 

5 years of age, with all countries aiming to reduce neonatal mor-

tality to at least as low as 12 per 1,000 live births and under-5 

mortality to at least as low as 25 per 1,000 live births; 

• By 2030, end the epidemics of AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria and ne-

glected tropical diseases and combat hepatitis, water-borne diseas-

es and other communicable diseases; 

• By 2030, reduce by one third premature mortality from non-

communicable diseases through prevention and treatment and 

promote mental health and well-being; 

• Strengthen the prevention and treatment of substance abuse, in-

cluding narcotic drug abuse and harmful use of alcohol; 

• By 2020, halve the number of global deaths and injuries from road 

traffic accidents; 



GOAL 03: Targets 

• By 2030, ensure universal access to sexual and reproductive 

health-care services, including for family planning, information 

and education, and the integration of reproductive health into na-

tional strategies and programmes; 

• Achieve universal health coverage, including financial risk protec-

tion, access to quality essential health-care services and access to 

safe, effective, quality and affordable essential medicines and vac-

cines for all; 

• By 2030, substantially reduce the number of deaths and illnesses 

from hazardous chemicals and air, water and soil pollution and 

contamination; 

• Strengthen the implementation of the World Health Organization 

Framework Convention on Tobacco Control in all countries, as ap-

propriate; 

• Support the research and development of vaccines and medicines 

for the communicable and noncommunicable diseases that primar-

ily affect developing countries, provide access to affordable essen-

tial medicines and vaccines, in accordance with the Doha Declara-

tion on the TRIPS Agreement and Public Health, which affirms 

the right of developing countries to use to the full the provisions in 

the Agreement on Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property 

Rights regarding flexibilities to protect public health, and, in par-

ticular, provide access to medicines for all; 

• Substantially increase health financing and the recruitment, de-

velopment, training and retention of the health workforce in de-

veloping countries, especially in least developed countries and 

small island developing States, and 

• Strengthen the capacity of all countries, in particular developing 

countries, for early warning, risk reduction and management of 

national and global health risks. 
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“This document has been prepared for the European Commis-

sion however it reflects the views only of the authors, and the 

Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may 

be made of the information contained therein.” 

IT IS HEALTH  

THAT IS  

REAL WEALTH  

AND NOT  

PIECES OF GOLD 

AND SILVER. 






